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DAMASCUS FOR PITCHER 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ASEC 

SUBJECT: TRAVEL OF AG ATTACHE PITCHER 
REF: (A) DAMASCUS 4079, (B) BEIRUT 4057 

1 . IN REFERENCE TO PROPOSED VISIT YOU SHOULD KNOW THAT 
WE HAVE AS YET BEEN UNABLE TO ENTER PORT AREA OR VISIT 
CEREALS OFFICE DUE TO UNSTABLE SECURITY SITUATION AND 
PRESENCE OF SNIPERS ON VARIOUS PORT ACCESS ROADS. 

2. AREA AROUND TOBACCO MONOPOLY HAS BEEN SCENE OF LATEST 
ROUND OF FIGHTING AND ALL ACCESS ROADS TO THIS AREA HAVE 
BEEN CLOSED. 

3. SITUATION MAY IMPROVE BY 27TH HOWEVER PITCHER SHOULD 
BE PREPARED FOR LENGTHY DETOUR AS WE ARE FORCED TO USE 
KHALDE/ARAMOUN/SOUK EL GHARB/ALEY ROUTE TO REACH BEIRUT/ 
DAMASCUS ROAD. 

4. SHOULD YOU DECIDE TO PROCEED WITH PROPOSED VISIT. 

PLEASE CHECK IN WITH RSO O’BRIEN BEFORE MAKING ANY TRAVEL/ 
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APPOINTMENT PLANS. 

DECON 7/31/78 
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